
Aldrin Velan Durban branch manager – "This project has been able to
employ 32 youth from over 6 communities and collect between 600-
1000kgs per day of plastic pollution. We are also recycling 90% of
all this waste ethically, diverting it from landfill.”

Project Background
 

Initiated in 2017, The Litterboom Project -TLP - was the pilot phase of a solution

to alleviate the increase in marine plastic pollution, by targeting the river

systems, instead of dealing with it only at the oceans.

 

“90% of marine plastic pollution comes from river systems and we, at the TLP
team, have therefore devoted ourselves to this preventative solution.” 
 

Over the past year and a half, they have successfully been able to prevent

120000kgs of plastic from reaching the ocean through the hard work of a very

small team.

Cameron Service Founder and CEO - “We don’t believe in a few people

doing things perfectly, but rather everyone making an effort imperfectly”
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How it works:

The physical solution is simple. A large pipe is anchored across the river, which

acts as a catchment for all surface level plastics- which are predominantly HDPE

and PET. This preventative measure is set up strategically where it can collect

the most rubbish and where the team collect, sort and send the plastic off for

recycling.

 

Thus Astore Keymak has partnered with the Litterboom Project to assist with

providing 90mm HDPE pipe as well as end cap fittings to keep the pipes sealed.

Each river uses up to 3 pipes at approximately 50m in length and 2 end cap

fittings.  Some of the specialized skills used for this project is that of a water-

based installation as well as anchoring techniques that allow the Litterbooms to

operate on rising and dropping tides.  

 

Since the project is established in open, unprotected spaces our greatest

challenge was finding material that would be difficult to steal. Our HDPE pipes

have, to date, been successful in this respect.  As one of the more recent local

conservation companies, funding was also a big challenge and with the support

of the pipes and fittings, The Litterboom Project has been able to cover more

ground and therefore more of an impact in the city.

 

The Vision is to create these Litterbooms and management systems throughout

the whole of South Africa. Astore Keymak and the Durban team are 100%

committed to this project and making this vision a reality.
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If you would like to find out more about how to get involved, please click on the

link below:

https://www.thelitterboomproject.com/contact
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There is a staggering 240000 tons of marine plastic pollution that goes into our

South African oceans every year.

90% of this plastic pollution comes from rivers, therefore we have committed

ourselves to tackling the river systems as well as establishing effective

source/community intervention programs to work towards collecting the areas

where all this waste originates. 

The approximate value of the project was +-R30 000 inclusive of other partners.

18 staff across 7 Rivers, including 5 in Durban and 2 in Cape town.

Collections up to date 168000kgs.

Quick Facts


