
Lending a Helping Hand

“Jacques Cilliers Cape Town branch manager - Being able to help those in need 

and seeing the smiles on the children’s faces.”

Quick Facts

 

1.  Astore Keymak assisted and

     donated materials for the first few

     walker’s.

2.  The approximate value of the

      project was +-R10 000 in total

     whereby Astore donated +-R6500

     worth of PVC material.

Throughout children's development into adulthood, they gain increasing control over 

their bodies, allowing them to move around their environment and manipulate and use objects. 

Being able to crawl or walk affects infants' understanding of the distance between objects, as 

well as the feel of different surfaces and slopes.  The development of motor skills can therefore 

be viewed as part of an interactive developmental process with perceptual, social, and 

cognitive abilities.

Mr Derek Boshard, started a venture that builds affordable 

walkers for children with disabilities. Boshard journey 

began when he was searching the web for a "walker" for 

his disabled daughter, Erin, who so desperately wanted to 

walk. While doing research it became clear that walking 

devices for kids can be pretty expensive! Boshard decided 

to take it upon himself to design a ‘DIY walker’ he drew up 

some sketches and began a foray into industrial design.

He tried various materials and was eventually educated in the many uses of PVC 

pipe! Thus began a journey of designing and building PVC walkers for Erin.
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Boshard has since built walkers for other kids who, like Erin 

also have conditions that have resulted in the inability to 

walk unassisted. Their conditions include cerebral palsy, 

GDD (global development delay) and brain damage from 

birth, but what they all have in common is the desire to 

roam the world!

Thus Astore Keymak was approached by Derek Boshard to 

assist in the construction of a PVC framework which would 

be able to support children weighing up to 60 kilograms. To 

assist young children with limited motor abilities to enable 

them to be mobile.  The products used for this project 

consisted of PVC Pipe, Fittings (elbows, 45degree bends, 

couplings, Tee’s and endcaps), and quantities varied for 

different designs.

 

The greatest challenge Derek encountered was sourcing of 

good quality PVC items. Some specilised skills used for this 

project was welding, product design and assembling of all 

the varies PVC components.  

 

Our Astore Keymak Cape Town team were 100% committed 

to this project and were filled with absolute joy once the 

final product was completed. Astore Keymak’s Jacques 

Cilliers “Being able to help those in need and seeing the 

smiles on the children’s faces was the greatest success of 

this project”
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For regular updates and videos to 

showcase the walkers and the progress 

with Derek Boshard’s business. Here's 

some superhero inspiration...!!

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=bsfnxQtCOkk

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=orPHGH-_ugo

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=eAmIs6PM64Y


