
South Africa’s National Water Week takes place this year from the 17th of March 

2019 to the 23rd of March 2019. This annual event focuses public attention on 

the importance of water, one of South Africa’s most limited resources.

Facts

The average household in South Africa uses 300L of water 

per day.

Only 2.5% of earth's water is fresh, of which only 1% is 

available in rivers. lakes and underground aquifers. Only 

70% of natural water can be used for irrigation purposes.

A washing machine uses 189L of water a wash.

Bathing, washing and teeth cleaning uses up 21 per cent 

of a household's water. A running tap spews out six litres of 

water a minute. A bath can hold 80 litres, while a 

conventional electric shower uses 62 litres of hot water. 

More people have access to cell phones than to water. 

An average family turns on a tap 70 to 100 times per day. 

Flushing a toilet uses 8 to 26L of water.

A dripping tap wastes up to 75L of water a day.

It can take up to 45 min for water supplied to produce 

one glass of drinking water.

The Importance of Water in South Africa

Water is Everything and Water changes 

Everything. We all have a human right to clean 

drinking water to keep our bodies hydrated. It is 

recommended that adults should consume at 

least 8 glasses of water per day, as this is how we 

maintain 70% of our body water volume.

 

Hygiene is next on the priority list. Many 

waterborne diseases like cholera, typhoid, 

dysentery, dengue fever, and viral hepatitis A are 

results of people utilizing dirty water for drinking 

or bathing. Water helps the body get rid of waste 

in urine, sweat, and solid waste. It is also found in 

the lymph nodes, where it helps the body build 

up and sustain the immune system.

Without water the harvesting of food will not be possible no matter what food method you are

involved in. So, as you can see water is a very important resource and as the common 

expression goes “Water is Life”

www.astorekeymak.co.za info@astorekeymak.co.za



What the Astore Keymak branches have to say about the importance of water 

in their respective areas.

Grant Collins, Branch Manager East London - With us being based in East London we are 

situated in the middle of the farming community.  Water plays a huge roll in our market.  All the 

dairy farmers as well as open land and aquaponics farmers depend on huge amounts of water 

daily.  One cow consumes on average 50lts of water per day and one of the farmers in the area 

is milking 1200 cattle a day which equals 60000lts per day on the farm.

Aquaponics in a greenhouse each tomato plant uses 1.5lts of water per day on average and 

you get between 24 to 30 thousand plants in one multi-span which equates to 36000lts per 

day.

On the Industrial side of things First National Battery uses in the region of 50 to 60 thousand 

litres of water per day manufacturing batteries.

As you can see water plays a huge role in the industries we serve.

 

Madeleine Haasbroek, External Sales Nelspruit - Water is a crucial part of everyday life, it not 

only affects our industry. We have seen what happens in droughts and water shortages. All 

hope gets lost once it stops raining. I have seen green pastures dying and turning to dust. It is 

one of the most heartbreaking sights.

 

We, as Astore Keymak, play a giant role in the development of strong and sustainable water 

systems. Our products ensure that there are no water leaks when installed correctly. Wasting 

water always has a long-term effect so every drop is essential.

 

Ricardo Pereira, External Sales Nelspruit - Water is used for agriculture to grow fresh 

produce and sustain livestock. Water is also used for crop cooling, frost control, pesticides, 

fertilizer and irrigation which all play a big role in our economy (agriculture). Effective water 

applications on crops need to be put in place to increase crop yield and minimize growers’ 

costs. (conservation of energy and water as a whole). This can be done by improving irrigation 

systems as well as implementing strict irrigation schedules, fixing leaks on your irrigation 

system and watering crops in the late afternoon or evening for more water to be 

absorbed into the ground and to reduce evaporation.

 

Pretty Ngoma, Internal and Swaziland Sales - Water plays a very important part of our daily 

lives. I am going to open and talk about my own life experience.

In my area we do not have water coming out of our taps (though we do have taps) we have to 

walk long distances to where ever we are able to get water, be it a stream or a local tank 

recently installed by the municipality to make it “convenient” for us (this tank water is unclean 

and in my opinion it could be the cause of some illnesses in most areas). It is honestly not

easy having to carry a 25L bottle of water, whether by wheelbarrow or by hand or even on your 

head for long distances and having to repeat this process several times throughout the 

day so that you have the amount of water you need in your home.
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We need to collect water daily because we need it to bath, cook, drink, wash clothes, clean, 

etc. either way we do not have a way out of this type of situation, but we have learned to adapt 

to our situation, accept it as it is and carry on with life. This is just a small part of our reality!

 

I am telling you this so that I can bring your attention that the water crisis did not start with 

Cape Town, it has been there for decades and decades and this has been my reality all my life. 

We have a very serious crisis when it comes to water and everybody tries to come up with a 

solution to make things a little easier but is it really helping?

When I take a look at our dams here in MP, most of them are gone and these are dams we drive 

past when going from one town to another in our beautiful province.

We need to ask ourselves, is it really us? What is it that we doing wrong? How can we stand 

together and fix the problem?

Water is life, for example it makes up most of our body mass, if we don’t have water the world 

might as well be extinct.

If we are not careful, water will be one of the biggest ‘wonders of the world’ because it will be 

so scarce it will only be found in one certain area of the world of which not everybody can 

reach!

 

Koot Vermaak, Regional Manager - Cape Region - Every Drop Counts, Water is life! The 

Greater Eastern Cape has been hit with the most severe drought since records were kept. 

Although measures are in place, consumption remains high. Dam levels in the Nelson Mandela 

Municipal area (NMB) are standing at some of its lowest levels. Due to the severe drought and 

very hot summer, consumption to especially the agricultural sectors remain strained. The 

Gamtoos water Board has cut supply considerably. Agricultural activities are severely affected 

by the water restrictions, with job losses and farmers seizing to farm a daunting reality.

The severe droughts are forcing many people to move to the city for better opportunities, with 

the effect being a larger burden on the ailing infrastructure, which without proper 

maintenance cannot handle the increased demand.

The Grahamstown area have two problems – Settlers dam is running dry because of the 

drought and James Kleynhans dam water treatment plant is not working at full capacity and is 

not big enough to replace Waainek completely.
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How can Astore Keymak help with water utilization?
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By Keeping an eye on your water account, you will know when sudden spikes occur, and it 

can be that a water leak is the culprit.  By using Astore Keymak pressure pipes and 

fittings you can reduce leakages, increase control and help address seasonal scarcity.  Astore 

Keymak products offer simple installations with long- term performance benefits resulting in 

improved productivity.   The range offers flexibility, enabling you to key down new pipelines 

with compression fittings or adding to or branching of existing pipelines with saddle clamps. 

Both solutions offer leak free performance.  

 

Truthfully facing the water crisis in South Africa and neighboring countries has brought 

about significant change in the strategic approach of Astore Keymak, by bringing an  

awareness of proper product installation and using the correct joining methods to avoid water 

leakages.

 

Astore Keymak - “Driven by Quality, Delivered by Experience”.


